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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to Applicant's amendment and request for 
reconsideration filed on November 22, 2006. Claims 1-21 are presented for further examination. 
All independent claims have been amended. This office action is made NON-FINAL due to the 
new double patenting rejections set forth. 

Response to Arguments 

In response to Applicant's request for reconsideration filed on November 22, 2006, the 
following factual arguments are noted: 

a. Schoof failed to disclose various elements in the attendant electronic equipment. 

b. The prior art of record failed to disclose the new limitation requiring a separate area 
for icon display of the generating electronic equipment and an area for icon display of 
the output electronic equipment, thus providing the icon display of the generating 
electronic equipment and the icon display of the output electronic equipment. 

In considering (a). Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's argument. 
Foremost, Applicant's amendments have clearly defined that the various claimed features are 
either part of the attendant electronic equipment or the conference management server. 

Applicant contends that various features of Schoof system are only found in the 
conference controller and not in each attendant terminal as Applicant now claims. Examiner 
respectfiilly disagrees. Schoof disclosed that any of the various communication terminals (i.e. 
105, 1 10, 1 15, 120, 125, and 130) can participate in a conference (Col 5, line 62 - Col 6, line 4). 
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In addition Schoof disclosed that any terminal can be equipped to serve as a conference 
controller and any of the terminals can be designated as controller of the conference (Col 5, 
line 62 - Col 6, line 4). In other words all of the terminals (attendant terminals) can have the 
conference controller software installed and one of the terminals will be designated as the 
controller and will actually execute the conference controller software for controlling the 
conference. Thus, contrary to AppUcant's assertions, the terminals of Schoof s system have "the 
ability to control proceedings" and thus meet each limitation of Applicant's claimed invention. 

In considering (b), Examiner respectfijUy disagrees with Applicant's assertion and 
maintains the McNerney discloses such an interface. McNerney disclosed point and click 
interface including a separate area for icon display of the generating electronic equipment (e.g. 
see figure 4 and Col 6, lines 33-44, where the user my select the generating electronic equipment 
fi-om icons on the interface, e.g. icons 603-607, the equipment can include anyone of file drawers 
603, mail box 604, video player 605, blackboard 606, projector screen 607, and the like, see Col 
6, lines 11-15), and an area for icon display of the output electronic equipment (e.g. the selected 
content is then output in the virtual room, on the conference table for instance, Col 6, lines 55- 
58, see inter aha Col 6, line 48- Col 7, line 16), thus providing the icon display of the generating 
electronic equipment and the icon display of the output electronic equipment (ie. both the icons 
and the output are displayed in the virtual reality mixed media meeting room). McNerney 
fiarther disclosed that such an interface is beneficial to users since they no longer need to be 
aware specific controls or keyboard entries to control their participation (McNerney Col 6, lines 
29-39). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
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Applicant's invention to incorporate McNerney's conferencing interface scheme within the 
combined Schoof and Minnenman system, so users no longer need to be aware specific controls 
or keyboard entries to control their participation in a conference (McNerney Col 6, lines 29-39). 



Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in pubUc policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 
F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970);and, In re Thoringm 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 
CFR 3.73(b). 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1*40 of U.S. Patent 7,016,935 and 
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Schoof, n (U.S. Patent Number 5,440,624; hereinafter Schoof) and M innenman et al. (A 
Confederation of Tools for Capturing and Accessing Collaborative Activity; hereinafter 
Minnenman). Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct 
from each other. Refer to the tables and remarks below for specific claim mappings and further 
explanation. 



U.S. Patent #7,016,935 


Instant Apphcation # 10/042831 


1 . A network conferencing system comprising: 
an output electronic equipment for presenting 
the contents of a presentation, a generating 
electronic equipment for generating the 
contents of the presentation to be presented by 
inc uuipui civ^./iruniL' cL|uipiiiCiii, a piuiaxiiy ui 
attendant electronic equipment operated by 
users attending a conference, and a conference 
management server connected with the output 
electronic equipment and the attendant 
electronic equipment so as to transmit and 
receive information to and from the output 
electronic equipment via a communication 
network. 


2. A network conferencing system comprising: 
an output electronic equipment for presenting 
the contents of a presentation, a generating 
electronic equipment for generating the 
contents oi ine presentation to oe preseniea oy 

tVip riiitniit plpptrr\nip pniiinmf^nt a nliirj^litv nf 

attendant electronic equipment, and a 
conference management server connected with 
the output electronic equipment and the 
attendant electronic equipment so as to 
transmit and receive information to and from 
the output electronic equipment via a 
communication network, 


Each of the attendant electronic equipment- 


Each of the attendant electronic equipment- 
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comprising: 


comprising: 


An information input/output unit for inputting 
ana ouipuumg miormaiion irom ana lo me 
other attendant electronic equipment and the 
output electronic equipment via the 
communication network, 


An information input/output unit for inputting 
ana ouipuiuiig imormaiiuii iruin anu lu uic 
Other attendant electronic equipment and the 
output electronic equipment via the 
communication network. 


A presentation contents browsing unit for 
orowsmg ine C/Onienib oi iiie predcniaiiun 
presented by the presentation unit of the other 
attendant electronic equipment using the output 


A presentation contents browsing unit for 

UrUWalllg lIlC C/UIllCllld UL UlC pi CoCillallUIl 

presented by the presentation unit of the other 
attendant electronic equipment using the output 

ClCL'll UiliC Ct[UipillClll, 


An authentication unit for carrying out 
authentication of attendance of the Other 

c^fftynAckTii' cA^n'trrsnir* ^/iumtYi^nl* a nfWi'rt^rf^nf^t* 
allcIlUoul CiCL/UUniL' cquipiIlCIll al a L/UIllCl Cllk/C 


An authentication unit for carrying out 
authentication of attendance of the other 

allCllUoXll ClCL/ll UiliC CqUipillClll al a L/UlliClCllL/C 


An equipment management unit for managing 
the state of each electronic equipment 
connected to the communication network 


An equipment management unit for managing 
the state of each electronic equipment 

connected to the communication network 


A display unit for displaying, as icons, the 

UUICI aLlCIiaailL CiCUUUIliC' cqUipillClll Willi UiCii 

attendance authenticated by the authentication 
unit and the electronic equipment managed by 
the equipment management unit, 


A display unit for displaying, as icons, the 

otlipr sitfpriHjiiit plppfronif* pniii'nmprit ix/ifh tViPir 
ULilCl <lLldiUaill ClCUliUlllL/ CUUlUlliwllL Willi llidi 

attendance authenticated by the authentication 
unit and the electronic equipment managed by 
the equipment management unit, 
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Wherein the display unit has a separate area for 
icon display of the generating electronic 
equipment and an area for icon display of the 
ouipul electronic equipment, mus proviaing me 
icon display of the generating electronic 
equipment and the icon display of the output 
electronic equipment 


Wherein the display unit has a separate area for 
icon display of the generating electronic 
equipment and an area for icon display of the 
ouipul electronic equipment, inus proviaing me 
icon display of the generating electronic 
equipment and the icon display of the output 
electronic equipment 


rv pruC/eeumgd ooniroi unii lor uDiaining 
information for preparing the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented 
by the presentation unit 


rV piUL/CCUlIlga CUutlUl Ulllt iUl Ul^tainillg 

information for preparing the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented 
by the presentation unit 



The '935 claims failed to specifically recite the management server containing a unit for 



inputting and outputting presentation data presented by the presentation unit, a unit preparing 
conference management information, a unit for storing presentation data, or a unit for arranging 
the conference management information. In a similar conferencing system, Schoof disclosed a 
conference management server comprising: 

□ input/output means for inputting presentation data presented by the presentation function 
using the output electronic equipment, from the attendant electronic equipment, then 
outputting the presentation data to the output electronic equipment, and for inputting material 
data generated by the generating electronic equipment, then outputting the material data to 
the output electronic equipment (Col 8, lines 4-6); 
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□ conference management information preparation means for preparing conference 
management information relating to the conference (Rules, Col 7, lines 21-45); 

□ storage means (Col 11, lines 10-15) for associating the presentation data presented by the 
output electronic equipment with information indicating the presentation data presented 
(keyed item - defined as any data defined to be associated with certain archived record data), 
generated by the input/output means, and thus storing the presentation data and the 
information, while associating the material data generated by the generating electronic 
equipment with the information indicating the material data presented, generated by the 
input/output means, and thus storing the material data and the information, and for storing the 
conference management information prepared by the conference management information 
preparation means (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, line 10); and 

Q proceedings data preparation means (conference controller) for arranging the conference 
management information, the presentation data and the material data in accordance with 
information (keyed items) and thus preparing proceedings data (complete record of the 
proceedings stored in memory) (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, Hne 10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's 
invention to incorporate the above server features of Schoof within the '935 system so that 
conferences can be managed from a central location and thus a complete record of the 
conference can be efficiently saved and managed for reference by each user. Schoof however, 
failed to specifically recite that the stored presentation and material data is associated with time 
information indicating when the presentation data is presented. Nevertheless Schoof did disclose 
that a complete record of the conference is recorded and associated data items (keyed items) so a 
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recorded conference can later be reviewed using the keyed items (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, line 10). 
However Schoof was silent as to any specific keyed items that should be used, thus one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated to seek out useful 
keyed items to be associated with the stored data. In an analogous art, Minnenman disclsoes a 
conferencing system where presentation data from a conference is stored and associated with 
time information (Minnenman See indexing pgs 3 and 4). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate that time indexing features, 
disclosed by Minnenman, within the '935 and Schoof system as a keyed item, since Minnenman 
disclosed time information is a meaningful pointer used to access archived records (Minnenman 
See indexing on pgs 3 and 4). 

Similar rationale applies to the other claims. 

3. Claims 1-21 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-37 of copending 
Application No. 10/042,485 Schoof, H (U.S. Patent Number 5,440,624; hereinafter Schoof) 
and Minnenman et al. (A Confederation of Tools for Capturing and Accessing 
Collaborative Activity; hereinafter Minnenman) and McNerney et al. (U.S. Patent Number 
5,999,208; hereinafter McNerney). Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are 
not patentably distinct from each other. Refer to the tables and remarks below for specific claim 
mappings and further explanation. This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting 
rejection because the conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 
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Co-pending Application # 10/042,485 


Instant Application # 10/042831 


1 . A network conferencing system comprising: 
an output electronic equipment for presenting 
the contents of a presentation, a generating 
electronic equipment for generating the 
contents of the presentation to be presented by 
the output electronic equipment, a plurality of 
attendant electronic equipment operated by 
users attending a conference, and a conference 
management server connected with the output 
electronic equipment and the attendant 
electronic equipment so as to transmit and 
receive information to and from the output 
eiecironic equipmeni via a communicaiion 
network. 


2. A network conferencing system comprising: 
an output electronic equipment for presenting 
the contents of a presentation, a generating 
electronic equipment for generating the 
contents of the presentation to be presented by 
the output electronic equipment, a plurality of 
attendant electronic equipment, and a 
conference management server connected with 
the output electronic equipment and the 
attendant electronic equipment so as to 
transmii ana receive iniormaiion lo ana irom 
the output electronic equipment via a 
cummunicaiiuii xiclwuik., 


Each of the attendant electronic equipment- 
comprising: 


Each of the attendant electronic equipment- 
comprising: 


An information input/output unit for inputting 
ana ouipuiung miormaiion rrom ana lo me 
other attendant electronic equipment and the 
output electronic equipment via the 
communication network, 


An information input/output unit for inputting 

allU UUipULUIlg IXUUilllallUll ilUlIi dllU lU UlC 

other attendant electronic equipment and the 
output electronic equipment via the 
communication network, 
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A presentation contents browsing unit for 
browsing the contents of the presentation 
presented by the presentation unit of the other 
attendant electronic equipment using the output 
eiecironic equipmeni, 


A presentation contents browsing unit for 
Drowsmg tne contents oi me presentation 
presented by the presentation unit of the other 
attendant electronic equipment using the output 
eicc ironic equip mcni, 


An authentication unit for carrying out 
authentication of attendance of the other 
attendant electronic equipment at a conference 


An authentication unit for carrying out 
authentication of attendance of the other 
aitenoani eiecironic equipment at a conierence 


An equipment management unit for managing 
the state of each electronic equipment 
connected to the communication network 


An equipment management unit for managing 
the state of each electronic equipment 
connected to the communication network 


A display unit for displaying, as icons, the 
other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication 
unit and the electronic equipment managed by 
the equipment management unit, 


A display unit for displaying, as icons, the 
other attendant electronic equipment with their 
attendance authenticated by the authentication 
unit and the electronic equipment managed by 
the equipment management unit, 


A proceeomgs coniroi unii lor ouiammg 
information for preparing the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented 
by the presentation unit 


i\ proceeuings control unit lor oDtaining 
information for preparing the proceedings by 
using the contents of the presentation presented 
by the presentation unit 



The '935 claims failed to specifically recite the management server containing a unit for 
inputting and outputting presentation data presented by the presentation unit, a unit preparing 
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conference management information, a unit for storing presentation data, or a unit for arranging 
the conference management information. In a similar conferencing system, Schoof disclosed a 
conference management server comprising: 

□ input/output means for inputting presentation data presented by the presentation function 
using the output electronic equipment, from the attendant electronic equipment, then 
outputting the presentation data to the output electronic equipment, and for inputting material 
data generated by the generating electronic equipment, then outputting the material data to 
the output electronic equipment (Col 8, lines 4-6); 

□ conference management information preparation means for preparing conference 
management information relating to the conference (Rules, Col 7, lines 21-45); 

□ storage means (Col 11, lines 10-15) for associating the presentation data presented by the 
output electronic equipment with information indicating the presentation data presented 
(keyed item - defined as any data defined to be associated with certain archived record data), 
generated by the input/output means, and thus storing the presentation data and the 
information, while associating the material data generated by the generating electronic 
equipment with the information indicating the material data presented, generated by the 
input/output means, and thus storing the material data and the information, and for storing the 
conference management information prepared by the conference management information 
preparation means (Col 6, hne 64 - Col 7, line 10); and 

□ proceedings data preparation means (conference controller) for arranging the conference 
management information, the presentation data and the material data in accordance with 
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information (keyed items) and thus preparing proceedings data (complete record of the 

proceedings stored in memory) (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, line 10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's 
invention to incorporate the above server features of Schoof within the '935 system so that 
conferences can be managed from a central location and thus a complete record of the 
conference can be efficiently saved and managed for reference by each user. Schoof however, 
failed to specifically recite that the stored presentation and material data is associated with time 
information indicating when the presentation data is presented. Nevertheless Schoof did disclose 
that a complete record of the conference is recorded and associated data items (keyed items) so a 
recorded conference can later be reviewed using the keyed items (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, line 10). 
However Schoof was silent as to any specific keyed items that should be used, thus one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated to seek out useful 
keyed items to be associated with the stored data. In an analogous art, Minnenman discloses a 
conferencing system where presentation data from a conference is stored and associated with 
time information (Minnenman See indexing pgs 3 and 4). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate that time indexing features, 
disclosed by Minnenman, within the '935 and Schoof system as a keyed item, since Minnenman 
disclosed time information is a meaningful pointer used to access archived records (Minnenman 
See indexing on pgs 3 and 4). 

The '953 system, Schoof, and Minnenman all failed to specifically recite the display unit 
has a separate area for icon display of the generating electronic equipment and an area for icon 
display of the output electronic equipment, thus providing the icon display of the generating 
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electronic equipment and the icon display of the output electronic equipment. Nonetheless such 
an interface scheme was widely known in the art at the time of Applicant's invention, as 
evidenced by at least McNerney. In a similar conferencing system, McNerney disclosed point 
and click interface including a separate area for icon display of the generating electronic 
equipment (e.g. see figure 4 and Col 6, lines 33-44, where the user my select the generating 
electronic equipment from icons on the interface, i.e. icons 603-607, the equipment can include 
anyone of file drawers 603, mail box 604, video player 605, blackboard 606, projector screen 
607, and the like, see Col 6, lines 11-15), and an area for icon display of the output electronic 
equipment (e.g. the selected content is then output in the virtual room, on the conference table 
for instance. Col 6, lines 55-58, see inter alia Col 6, line 48- Col 7, line 16), thus providing the 
icon display of the generating electronic equipment and the icon display of the output electronic 
equipment (ie. both the icons and the output are displayed in the virtual reality mixed media 
meeting room). McNerney further disclosed that such an interface is beneficial to users since 
they no longer need to be aware specific controls or keyboard entries to control their 
participation (McNerney Col 6, lines 29-39). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to incorporate McNerney' s 
conferencing interface scheme within the combined '953, Schoof, and Minnenman system, so 
users no longer need to be aware specific controls or keyboard entries to control their 
participation in a conference (McNerney Col 6, lines 29-39). 
Similar rationale applies to the other claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schoof, II (U.S. 
Patent Number 5,440,624; hereinafter Schoof) and McNerney et al. (U.S. Patent Number 
5,999,208; hereinafter McNerney). 

5. Regarding claim 1, Schoof disclosed a network conferencing system in which an output 
electronic equipment for presenting the contents of presentation (Figure 1 A, data, voice fax, and 
bridge terminals), a generating electronic equipment for generating the contents of presentation 
to be presented by the output electronic equipment (Figure 1 A, data, voice fax, and bridge 
terminals) (any of the attendees can generate and present data during the conference, see Col 3, 
lines 6-19 and Col 6, lines 54-63), a plurality of attendant electronic equipments (Figure lA, any 
of the terminals), and a conference management server (Conference Controller, Col 5, line 62 - 
Col 6, line 4) connected with the output electronic equipment and the attendant electronic 
equipments so as to transmit and receive information to and from the output electronic 
equipment and the attendant electronic equipments, are cormected via a communication network 
(Figure 1 A), each of the attendant electronic equipments having an information input/output 
function for inputting and outputting information from and to the other attendant electronic 
equipments and the output electronic equipment via the communication network (Col 3, lines 6- 
19), a presentation function for presenting the contents of presentation by using the output 
electronic equipment (Col 3, lines 6-19 and 46-61), a presentation contents browsing function for 
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browsing the contents of presentation presented by the presentation function of the other 
attendant electronic equipments using the output electronic equipment (Col 4, lines 4-26), an 
authentication function for carrying out authentication of attendance of the other attendant 
electronic equipments at a conference (Col 4, lines 36-41), an equipment management function 
for managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication network 
(Col 3, lines 20-45), and a proceedings control function for obtaining information for preparing 
the proceedings by using the contents of presentation presfented by the presentation function 
(generating the complete archived record, Col 6, lines 64-68). 

However, Schoof failed to specifically recite a display function for displaying, as icons, 
the other attendees of the conference. Nevertheless it was well known at the time of the 
invention to display conference attendees as icons within electronic conferencing systems, as 
evidenced by McNerney. In an analogous conferencing system, McNerney discloses displaying 
conference attendees as icons within a virtually reality meeting room (See Figure 4) in order to 
provide a realistic conference room setting along with providing attendees the tools to identify 
both the speakers and their communication properties (McNerney Col 5, lines 20-44). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
that above teachings of McNerney within the system of Schoof, in order to provide a realistic 
conference room setting along with providing attendees the tools to identify both the speakers 
and their communication properties (McNerney Col 5, lines 20-44). 

Schoof also failed to specifically recite the display unit has a separate area for icon 
display of the generating electronic equipment and an area for icon display of the output 
electronic equipment, thus providing the icon display of the generating electronic equipment and 
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the icon display of the output electronic equipment. Nonetheless such an interface scheme was 
widely known in the art at the time of Applicant's invention, as evidenced by at least McNerney. 
McNerney disclosed point and click interface including a separate area for icon display of the 
generating electronic equipment (e.g. see figure 4 and Col 6, lines 33-44, where the user my 
select the generating electronic equipment from icons on the interface, i.e. icons 603-607, the 
equipment can include anyone of file drawers 603, mail box 604, video player 605, blackboard 
606, projector screen 607, and the like, see Col 6, lines 11-15), and an area for icon display of the 
output electronic equipment (e.g. the selected content is then output in the virtual room, on the 
conference table for instance, Col 6, lines 55-58, see inter alia Col 6, line 48- Col 7, line 16), thus 
providing the icon display of the generating electronic equipment and the icon display of the 
output electronic equipment (ie. both the icons and the output are displayed in the virtual reality 
mixed media meeting room). McNerney further disclosed that such an interface is beneficial to 
users since they no longer need to be aware specific controls or keyboard entries to control their 
participation (McNerney Col 6, lines 29-39). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to incorporate McNerney 's 
conferencing interface scheme within the Schoof system, so users no longer need to be aware 
specific controls or keyboard entries to control their participation in a conference (McNerney Col 
6, lines 29-39) 

6. Claims 2-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schoof, II 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,440,624; hereinafter Schoof) and Minnenman et ah (A 
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Confederation of Tools for Capturing and Accessing Collaborative Activity; hereinafter 
Minnenman) and McNerney et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,999,208; hereinafter McNerney). 

7. Regarding claims 2, 7, 12, and 17, Schoof disclosed a network conferencing system in which 
an output electronic equipment for presenting the contents of presentation (Figure 1 A, data, 
voice fax, and bridge terminals), a generating electronic equipment for generating the contents of 
presentation to be presented by the output electronic equipment (Figure 1 A^ data, voice fax, and 
bridge terminals) (any of the attendees can generate and present data during the conference, see 
Col 3, lines 6-19 and Col 6, hnes 54-63), a plurality of attendant electronic equipments (Figure 
1 A, any of the terminals), and a conference management server (Conference Controller, Col 5, 
line 62 - Col 6, Une 4) connected with the output electronic equipment and the attendant 
electronic equipments so as to transmit and receive information to and from the output electronic 
equipment and the attendant electronic equipments, are connected via a communication network 
(Figure 1 A), each of the attendant electronic equipments having an information input/output 
function for inputting and outputting information from and to the other attendant electronic 
equipments and the output electronic equipment via the communication network (Col 3, lines 6- 
19), a presentation function for presenting the contents of presentation by using the output 
electronic equipment (Col 3, Unes 6-19 and 46-61), a presentation contents browsing function for 
browsing the contents of presentation presented by the presentation function of the other 
attendant electronic equipments using the output electronic equipment (Col 4, lines 4-26), an 
authentication function for carrying out authentication of attendance of the other attendant 
electronic equipments at a conference (Col 4, lines 36-41), an equipment management function 
for managing the state of each electronic equipment connected to the communication network 
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(Col 3, lines 20-45), and a proceedings control function for obtaining information for preparing 
the proceedings by using the contents of presentation presented by the presentation function 
(generating the complete archived record, Col 6, lines 64-68), 

□ the conference management server comprising: 

□ input/output means for inputting presentation data presented by the presentation function 
using the output electronic equipment, from the attendant electronic equipment, then 
outputting the presentation data to the output electronic equipment, and for inputting material 
data generated by the generating electronic equipment, then outputting the material data to 
the output electronic equipment (Col 8, lines 4-6); 

□ conference management information preparation means for preparing conference 
management information relating to the conference (Rules, Col 7, lines 21-45); 

□ storage means (Col 1 1, lines 10-15) for associating the presentation data presented by the 
output electronic equipment with information indicating the presentation data presented 
(keyed item - defined as any data defined to be associated with certain archived record data), 
generated by the input/output means, and thus storing the presentation data and the 
information, while associating the material data generated by the generating electronic 
equipment with the information indicating the material data presented, generated by the 
input/output means, and thus storing the material data and the information, and for storing the 
conference management information prepared by the conference management information 
preparation means (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, line 10); and 

a proceedings data preparation means (conference controller) for arranging the conference 
management information, the presentation data and the material data in accordance with 
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information (keyed items) and thus preparing proceedings data (complete record of the 
proceedings stored in memory) (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, line 10). 

Schoof failed to specifically recite that the stored presentation and material data is associated 
with time information indicating when the presentation data is presented. Nevertheless Schoof 
did disclose that a complete record of the conference is recorded and associated data items 
(keyed items) so a recorded conference can later be reviewed using the keyed items (Col 6, line 
64 - Col 7, line 10). However Schoof was silent as to any specific keyed items that should be 
used, thus one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated 
to seek out useful keyed items to be associated with the stored data. In an analogous art, 
Minnenman discloses a conferencing system where presentation data from a conference is stored 
and associated with time information (Minnenman See indexing pgs 3 and 4). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate that 
time indexing features, disclosed by Minnenman, within the Schoof system as a keyed item, 
since Minnenman disclosed time information is a meaningful pointer used to access archived 
records (Minnenman See indexing on pgs 3 and 4). 

Additionally, both Schoof and Minnenman failed to specifically recite a display function for 
displaying, as icons, the other attendees of the conference. Nevertheless it was well known at the 
time of the invention to display conference attendees as icons within electronic conferencing 
systems, as evidenced by McNerney. In an analogous conferencing system, McNerney discloses 
displaying conference attendees as icons within a virtually reality meeting room (See Figure 4) in 
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order to provide a realistic conference room setting along with providing attendees the tools to 
identify both the speakers and their communication properties (McNerney Col 5, lines 20-44). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate that above teachings of McNerney within the combined system of Schoof and 
Minnenman, in order to provide a realistic conference room setting along with providing 
attendees the tools to identify both the speakers and their communication properties (McNerney 
Col 5, lines 20-44). 

The Schoof and Minnenman also failed to specifically recite the display unit has a 
separate area for icon display of the generating electronic equipment and an area for icon display 
of the output electronic equipment, thus providing the icon display of the generating electronic 
equipment and the icon display of the output electronic equipment. Nonetheless such an 
interface scheme was widely known in the art at the time of Applicant's invention, as evidenced 
by at least McNerney. In a similar conferencing system, McNerney disclosed point and click 
interface including a separate area for icon display of the generating electronic equipment (e.g. 
see figure 4 and Col 6, lines 33-44, where the user my select the generating electronic equipment 
from icons on the interface, i.e. icons 603-607, the equipment can include anyone of file drawers 
603, mail box 604, video player 605, blackboard 606, projector screen 607, and the like, see Col 
6, lines 11-15), and an area for icon display of the output electronic equipment (e.g. the selected 
content is then output in the virtual room, on the conference table for instance, Col 6, lines 55- 
58, see inter alia Col 6, line 48- Col 7, line 16), thus providing the icon display of the generating 
electronic equipment and the icon display of .the output electronic equipment (ie. both the icons 
and the output are displayed in the virtual reality mixed media meeting room). McNerney 
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further disclosed that such an interface is beneficial to users since they no longer need to be 
aware specific controls or keyboard entries to control their participation (McNerney Col 6, lines 
29-39). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Applicant's invention to incorporate McNerney 's conferencing interface scheme within the 
combined Schoof and Minnenman system, so users no longer need to be aware specific controls 
or keyboard entries to control their participation in a conference (McNerney Col 6, lines 29-39). 



8. Regarding claims 3, 8, 13, and 18, Schoof discloses the storage means stores the format of 
the data generated by the generating electronic equipment, and the proceedings data preparation 
means arranges the data in accordance with the format stored in the storage means (keyed items, 
Col 6, line 64 -Col 7, line 10). 

9. Regarding claims 4, 9, 14, and 19, Schoof discloses a camera device (Figure 1 A, Component 
1 12) for imaging the contents (e.g. video conferencing. Col 5, lines 45-46) of the conference is 
further connected with the communication network, and the storage means associates image data 
and audio data picked up by the camera device with time information indicating when the image 
data and audio data are picked up by the camera device and thus storing the image data and audio 
data and the time information (archived record Col 6, hnes 64-66). 

10. Regarding claims 5, 10, 15, and .20, Schoof discloses the proceedings data preparation means 
prepares proceedings data for displaying presentation data and material data presented in the 
same time period, on the same screen (Col 6, line 64 - Col 7, line 6). 
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11. Regarding claims 6, 11, 16, and 21, Schoof discloses the input/output means inputs 
memorandum data generated at a chairman terminal (conference controller) having the 
proceedings control function, of the attendant electronic equipments, and prepares time 
information indicating when the memorandum data is inputted, and the storage means associates 
the memorandum data with the time information and thus storing the memorandum data and the 
time information (complete archived record. Col 6, lines 64-65), 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record, in PTO-892 form, and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Reilly whose telephone number is 571-272-4228. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glen Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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